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5th December 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers 
  
We all know that we need to play our part in becoming more sustainable and helping the UK become ‘net 
zero’ by 2050. Schools are no exception. 
 
Within the recent context of rising energy bills and the significant pressures they will place on school 
budgets, despite the Energy Relief Scheme, the issue of energy has been thrust into even sharper focus. 
Our School is expecting its energy bills to rise from £115,000 last year, to £230, 000 this current academic 
year. While we know the cost of energy issue will require government intervention to tackle the problem, 
we know we need to do whatever we can to become more sustainable and address these challenges. 
 
Today, Abbey College is joining in with the17,000 students across the Meridian Trust to join forces with 
Captain Carbon – a new campaign launched by the Trust to battle against energy waste throughout its 
schools. It is estimated that around 30% of all energy used in the UK is wasted, so adopting practices that can 
help reduce how much energy we use will have a big impact on our CO2 emissions.  
 
The Captain Carbon campaign will sit alongside our already established programme of improvements and 
investment into the fabric and efficiency of our school buildings. We have already been successfully 
awarded £134,000 for LED lighting by way of Salix loans, and £346,000 for condition improvement funding 
for roofing. 
 
Captain Carbon will burst into life across the 29 schools during the UN Climate Change Conference (COP27), 
and students will work together to create and establish an action plan that helps to reduce wasted energy – 
such as making sure lights and screens are turned off when they are not being used. It is designed to be a fun 
and imaginative way to bring all our schools together to focus on sustainability, focusing our efforts on 
reducing energy waste by: 
 

1. Turning it off 
2. Turning it down 
3. Keeping it closed 
4. Keeping it under control 

 
We hope the campaign will help to establish good sustainable behaviours, and this collective and sustained 
action will help us to become carbon neutral much sooner.  
 
Your support of the campaign will be most appreciated, and we would be delighted to show you how it is 
working in practice over the coming months.  If you’d like to learn more about Captain Carbon, please 
visit https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/captain-carbon 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 

Andy Christoforou, Headteacher 

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/captain-carbon

