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Monday 14th November 2022 

RE: Oswald Building renovation and additional INSET Day on Wednesday 21st December 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Several years ago, we launched a campaign called ‘Ramsey Deserves More’ to highlight that many of our 

school buildings were aging and in need of renovation, or ideally, replacing with a purpose-built, modern 

school building. While every school in Peterborough has received full renovations or rebuilds, schools in our 

region have been left behind. 

While discussions with the Department for Education about our new school building are progressing and 

ongoing, we will need to complete essential maintenance work on some older buildings within the school. 

The Oswald Building, which currently hosts our English and Modern Foreign Languages classrooms, was built 

in the 1950s and is one of the older buildings on our site. In 2018, you may remember that we received 

funding to replace the roof tiles due to its age. However, while the tiles were needed, we knew that the 

whole roof structure would need to be replaced or renovated within the next 10 years. 

This year we have been working with building contractors, Kier Construction, to assess the work that is 

needed. While the roof and building are still fit and safe for lessons to take place, we agree that the 

renovation work should now take place to make sure we minimise any disruption to learning. Learning from 

other nearby schools, such as Sawtry Village Academy who were forced to close some buildings due to roof 

damage in recent storms, we know that extended or multiple Red Weather Warnings can cause additional 

stress on the roof of older buildings and want to avoid any sudden closures in these events. 

Working with Kier, we have agreed to begin the renovation work during the Spring term (January 2023). 

Of course, this will mean the Oswald Building cannot be used for teaching while the building work is 

completed. English and Modern Foreign Languages lessons will continue from classrooms in the Garden 

Block when students return after the Christmas holidays and updated timetables will be provided to all 

students before the end of term. 

To make sure our staff and site team have enough time to move furniture, equipment, and teaching 

resources from the Oswald Building to Garden Block, the school will need to close for an additional INSET 

Day on Wednesday 21st December 2022 – one day earlier than planned. We had already planned to close at 

lunch time (1.10pm) on this day, so we hope this creates the least amount of inconvenience for you.  

This will mean that our Christmas holiday will run from Wednesday 21st December 2022 – Wednesday 4th 

January 2023, with students returning to school on Thursday 5th January 2023. 
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All our usual end of term Christmas activities will still go ahead as planned during the final days of term, and 

anything planned to take place on Wednesday 21st December will be moved to the Monday or Tuesday. 

Yours faithfully 

 

    

 

 

Andy Christoforou 
Headteacher, Abbey College 
 

Madeline Jackson 
Chair of Governors, Abbey College 


