
Weekly Family Update - 20.01.23 

Please read, share and encourage others to do the same.  

Tip: to quickly navigating this online Update, try using the icon on the bottom right of your page that 

will turn this into a quick-access contents page. 

Foreword 

Never mind the cold, wind or rain, Abbey College students are out there in PE clubs, local sports 

tournaments and attending our after-school clubs (OOPs). Well done to all the clubs and teams for 

their training and practice. You can see these and the many other extra-curricular activities on the 

timetable here. 

This perseverance and resilience have led to Abbey College being recognised from the Fischer Family 

Trust (FFT) for being in the top 25% of similar schools nationally for pupil attendance for the Autumn 

Term. This is a real community effort and a lot of work goes on behind the scenes at an individual 

level to increase attendance back up to the levels we saw before the days of Covid. 

We are continuing to hold our parents’ evenings online for the time being as this was the option 

preferred by most parents when we consulted. I hope that this is running smoothly but if anyone is 

experiencing difficulties with this system, please let us know via the Contact Us form on the website 

and we will provide technical support or arrange a callback from your child's Raising Standards 

Leader if you need further information on how your child is doing.  

Please remember that in the mornings, students must only be dropped off at in the designated 

spaces at the bus turnaround so that pupils can safely cross the road on either of the crossing. Our 

Site Team are in high-viz jackets are on-hand to direct cars safely around the turnaround.  

I wish you all a very enjoyable weekend. 

Andy Christoforou, Headteacher 

 

Please read on for essential updates. 

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/oop


 

Parent Forum 

The next Parent Forum meeting – Tuesday 31st January 4:30pm, where they will be discussing:  

• Lining up for lessons and year group zones  

• Homework tracking 

• Attendance Policy  

• Fundraising and Finance 

Please take our survey to share any questions or themes you would like the Parent Forum to put to 

the school in the next meeting. The survey closes on the 24th January.  

• Survey link: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ParentsForum22-23  

If you would like to attend, please email: parentforum@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk  

Cheryl Greyson - Chair of Parent Forum 

High Expectations, Behaviour and Safety 

School Uniform Support 

Thank you for your support in ensuring that your children have returned to school wearing correct 

uniform.  In order to support families in these difficult financial circumstances, we have purchased 

spare school shoes in a range of sizes for students to borrow if their shoes break until parents/carers 

are able to purchase a new pair.  If you child is wearing the incorrect footwear, for any reason, they 

should report to the Student Support Hub, before Form Time, where they will be asked to hand in 

their phone in exchange for a pair of shoes to borrow. 

Attendance - Week 18 
• Congratulations:  Abbey College students- you are in the top 25% of all 'similar schools' 

nationally for the 2022 Autumn term for attendance  

• Reminder: children who do not attend regularly miss out on opportunities in further 

education and world of work. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ParentsForum22-23
mailto:parentforum@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk


Safety 

Our use of the internet via computers, tablets and phones has never been greater but as parents and 

carers we need to be aware of what our children are viewing and the apps they are using, this is a 

great resource for parents/carers to use https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-

internet-day-2023/parents-and-carers 

If you do have any concerns about your child's online use or need any help or advise you can also 

contact the Welfare Department who are happy to support, email via 

welfare@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk 

Wider personal development 

In our assemblies next week we will be marking Holocaust Memorial Day.  The theme for this year is 

'ordinary people' and we will be asking students to reflect on the role that ordinary people play in 

genocide as perpetrators, bystander, witnesses and victims.  We will also challenge students to 

reflect on how ordinary people, such as ourselves can perhaps play a bigger part that we might 

imagine in challenging prejudice today. 

Clubs (OOP) and Activities 

 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2023/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2023/parents-and-carers
mailto:welfare@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk


Information about subjects 

 

What you child is learning? 

Here at Abbey College we offer a wide range of 

subjects. Our website holds key information to 

support students in their learning. Please see 

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/curriculum and select the curriculum you would 

like to know more about. 

Year 8 Options Information Evening 

At this point in the year our Yr8 students start to think about their next steps in their learning journey 

by selecting their option subjects. Our students are starting to learn about new subjects and how 

they may link to their future careers. This is an exciting time for our Yr8 students and over the next 

few weeks they will have assemblies and taster sessions to ensure they make well informed choices 

for their next steps. We have a wide range of subjects on offer and to learn more about these 

subjects please visit the school website to find out more.  

To book a ticket for our Yr8 Options Information Evening please click here. 

Assessment: How your child is doing? 

• The Year 9 reports will be available on Edulink on the 27th January.  They contain a current 

GCSE grade and a professional prediction for the end of Year 9. The Teacher Set Targets have 

been updated.   

• The Year 10 Trial Exams start in the week of 23.01.23. The details of the assessments should 

start appearing on Teams next week.  

• Year 12 Trials are being sat this week and reports are due out after half term. 

• Edulink is our main communication platform. If you are having connection issues with 

Edulink please contact help@CMAT.support. For other issues please contact the 

office@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk. We are currently looking at parental usage and will be 

contacting all parents who are yet to log onto Edulink to offer support.  

Headteacher Commendations 

The following students have been awarded with Headteacher's commendations this week for going 

above and beyond in an area of school life.   

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/curriculum
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/year-8-options
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/516573825217
mailto:help@CMAT.support
mailto:office@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk


 

If you would like to nominate someone for an Abbey College Spirit Award then please follow 

this link. 

Parent Diary Dates 2022-23 

 

Coronation of His Majesty King Charles III bank holiday 

The Government has announced a one-off bank holiday on Monday 8 May 2023 to mark the 

coronation of His Majesty King Charles III.  

Communicating with us and how to raise concerns 

To help you reach the right person if you have a query or concern, we have updated our “contact us” 

webpage and have included a simplified flowchart to show the most efficient way to communicate 

with us. 

• Click here to access this Communication Flowchart on our website.       

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KbjZ4RaYVEydnK3i2OOqbkrGZ6uihBhAgXXi59l2gexURVMwMTI5MzdVWU0yRTJYVklFWVdGUlNBRi4u
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/contact-us/htcu

