
Yr 8 English Half termly Curriculum Plan (Each row =1 half term) 
Topic No of 

lessons 
Key knowledge and skills Progression and 

links  
 

Pillar  
(KS3 only) 

SEND/ More able Assessment & 
recording; factual 
recall checks 

Victorian 
Extract 

Analysis – 
mental health 
and personal 
relationships 

12-15 • Students are introduced to three 
19th Century extracts that focus on 
asylums and mental health in the 
Victorian era 

• Students will explore societal 
perceptions and views on mental 
health  

• Students will be able to identify 
these societal views within the texts  

• Students will make comparisons to 
modern-day views on mental health  

• Students will learn/revisit 
RAPFOREST and how to utilise this 
for effect in their writing 

• Students will learn about rhetoric: 
pathos, ethos, and logos 

• Students will apply their learning to 
their own writing of newspaper 
articles 

Students focus 
on empathy as 
well as 
persuasive and 
factual skills. 
These skills are 
transferrable to a 
variety of jobs 
such as 
journalism, 
counselling, 
teaching and 
managerial roles. 

 

Oracy – 
discussion-based 
tasks.  
 
Reading – 
reading a variety 
of 19th Century 
extracts.  
 
Writing – 
explicitly 
assessed on this 
skill.  

More able can access 
documentation on the ‘British 
Library’ for stretching their 
reading. These students are also 
encouraged to develop the 
sophistication of their non-
fiction writing through matching 
the tone to audience 
appropriately. 
 
SEND students are supported 
via teacher differentiation, 
questioning and TA support if 
applicable. 

• Recall activities 
begin each lesson  

• Formative 
assessment 
halfway through 
the half term  

• Summative 
assessment at the 
end of the half 
term 

 
Skill explicitly assessed: 
writing.  

Romeo and 
Juliet  

12-15 • Students are introduced to their first 
full Shakespeare play: ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’.  

• Students will revisit the terms ‘old’, 
‘middle’ and ‘modern’ English to 
alleviate concerns regarding the 
difficulty of Shakespearean 
language.  

• Students will focus on 
understanding the plot and 
exploring the relationship between 
Romeo and Juliet  

Students learn 
how to persuade 
using RAPFOREST 
techniques; this 
skill is applicable 
to sales, 
journalism, 
teaching, 
managerial roles, 
and other public 
facing jobs.  

Oracy is 
explicitly 
assessed.  
 
Reading – 
students are 
introduced to a 
full Shakespeare 
text and will 
read a physical 
copy of the play. 
 

More able students can 
incorporate Shakespearean 
language into their writing and 
analyse its effect.  
 
SEND students have access to 
‘No fear Shakespeare’ 
translations to help remove 
barriers.  SEND students are 
supported via teacher 
differentiation, questioning and 
TA support if applicable. 

• Recall activities 
begin each lesson  

• Formative 
assessment 
halfway through 
the half term  

• Summative 
assessment at the 
end of the half 
term 

 



• Students revisit key dramatic 
features such as monologue and 
soliloquy and the prologue 

• Students learn how to craft an 
effective and persuasive speech 
through the introduction of 
RAPFOREST. 

Writing – 
students craft 
their own 
prologues/news 
interviews to be 
performed to 
the class.  

Skill explicitly assessed: 
oracy 

Romeo and 
Juliet 

12-15 • Students continue to explore the 
key concepts within the play.  

• Students look at how characters 
have tracked across the play.  

• Students will make links between 
the text and the context 
surrounding it.  

• Students will analyse the theme of 
relationships across the play.  

Students further 
develop their 
understanding of 
relationships and 
how this impacts 
an individual; this 
transfers to 
managerial roles 
and how to 
manage the 
personal 
problems 
employees may 
face.  

Oracy – 
discussion-based 
tasks.  
 
Reading – 
reading the play 
and 
comprehending 
the vocabulary 
and inferred 
meanings. 
Students are 
explicitly 
assessed on this 
skill.   
 
Writing – look at 
other forms of 
writing that 
supplement the 
play. 

More able can access 
supplementary extracts from 
critics to understand the 
problems within the play. 
 
SEND students have access to 
‘No fear Shakespeare’ 
translations to help remove 
barriers.  SEND students are 
supported via teacher 
differentiation, questioning and 
TA support if applicable. 

• Recall activities 
begin each lesson  

• Formative 
assessment 
halfway through 
the half term  

• Summative 
assessment at the 
end of the half 
term 

 
Skill explicitly assessed: 
reading. 

Conflict 
Poetry  

12-15 • Students will be introduced to six 
poems: 2 on racial conflict, 2 on the 
conflict of war and 2 on the 
relationship between mankind and 
nature. 

• Students will learn the SMILE 
acronym to independently analyse 
poetry.  

Students focus 
on analysing a 
range of 
information 
available and 
synthesising it 
into the most 
useful parts; this 
skill is 
transferrable to 

Oracy – 
discussion-based 
tasks.  
 
Reading – 
reading the 
poems and 
analysing their 
meanings and 
themes.  

More able can develop their 
analysis by considering the 
effects of multiple techniques 
including both language and 
structure.  
 
SEND students are supported 
via teacher differentiation, 
questioning and TA support if 
applicable. 

• Recall activities 
begin each lesson  

• ‘Word of the day’ 
task helps develop 
repertoire of 
sophisticated 
language. 

• Formative 
assessment 



• Students will learn how to make 
comparisons across two poems via 
theme or language.  

• Students will explore the 
overarching theme of relationships 

many careers 
such as law. 

 halfway through 
the half term  

• Summative 
assessment at the 
end of the half 
term 

 
• Skill explicitly 

assessed: reading 
and analysis  

Lord of the 
Flies 

12-15 • Students are introduced to the 
novel and relevant context 
surrounding it.  

• Students will explore WW2 and how 
it shocked and appalled the author. 

• Students will explore how anarchy is 
created through a lack of structure 
and rules 

• Students will learn/revisit key 
creative writing techniques such as: 
emotive language, figurative 
language, sensory language, and a 
variety of interesting sentences 
structures. 

• Students will use the novel as a 
stimulus for their own creative 
writing around similar 
themes/ideas. 

Students develop 
their 
understanding of 
rules and 
hierarchical 
systems and how 
this works and 
benefits for a 
place of 
employment. 

Oracy – 
discussion-based 
tasks.  
 
Reading – 
reading the 
novel and 
comprehending 
the vocabulary 
and inferred 
meanings.   
 
Writing – 
explicitly 
assessed on this 
skill. 

More able can access 
supplementary extracts e.g. 
from the novels recommended 
on the KS3 newsletter to 
enhance their understanding of 
the themes and ideas in the 
text. 
 
SEND students are supported 
via teacher differentiation, 
questioning and TA support if 
applicable. 

• Recall activities 
begin each lesson  

• Formative 
assessment 
halfway through 
the half term  

• Summative 
assessment at the 
end of the half 
term 

 
Skill explicitly assessed: 
writing 

Lord of the 
Flies 

12-15 • Students continue to explore the 
key concepts within the novel.  

• Students look at how characters 
have tracked across the novel.  

• Students will make links between 
the text and the context 
surrounding it.  

• Students will analyse themes across 
the novel. 

Students develop 
their 
understanding of 
rules and 
hierarchical 
systems and how 
this works and 
benefits for a 
place of 
employment. 

Oracy – 
discussion-based 
tasks.  
 
Reading –
explicitly 
assessed on this 
skill.   
 

More able can access critical 
views on the novel.  
 
SEND students are supported 
via teacher differentiation, 
questioning and TA support if 
applicable. 

• Recall activities 
begin each lesson  

• Formative 
assessment 
halfway through 
the term  

• Summative 
assessment at the 
end of the term 



 

Writing – 
students will 
continue to 
explore creative 
writing. 

• Formative writing 
assessment at the 
end of the term 

 
Skill explicitly assessed: 
reading. 


