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4th March 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

Update letter for families – 4th March  

If like me you are watching images of what is unfolding in Ukraine with concern and worry, we know that our 

children are likely to be feeling the same.  Many of them are talking to us about what is going on and its 

significance. While none of us knows how things will develop, there are some actions that we can all take to 

look after our mental health when we are faced with global tragedies and news like this. 

 
To that end, all students will be having a series form time and Social Studies lessons on how to look after 

their mental health when dealing with ‘scary news’, and to provide them with opportunities to ask questions 

about the conflict. In addition to this, Mr Hedges has given a very informative assembly to Year 7. The Social 

Studies Team have been moved by the level of maturity, sensitivity and compassion that students have 

shown as they have tried to comprehend the atrocity that is being inflicted on the Ukraine. We have found 

that these excellent resources from the Mental Health Foundation which you may wish to share with your 

child(ren): resource 1 and resource 2.  

 
Please read on for essential updates. 

 
Year 8 RSL 
Mr Mann is currently absent from school for a short time, in his absence Mr Boness is taking on the role of 

Year 8 Raising Standard's Lead.  If you have any questions relating to Year 8 then please contact 

him.  ashley.boness@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk 

Assessment 
• Year 7 and 8 students will be all taking a reading test in the weeks before Easter. This allows us to 

measure the impact of the reading strategies we have implemented, and adjust the interventions where 
necessary.  

• Years 7 – 10 will be taking the PASS Survey in the weeks after Easter. This allows us to measure student 
feelings about self, learning and school. The data will allow us to identify and intervene with students 
who are struggling with the return to school post Covid.  

• Year 11 reports will be released in the week before the Easter holiday.  
• Year 13 trials begin on Monday 07.03.22.  
• For help with the Sims app please contact: simssupport@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk   
 
School-based Tutoring 
Sharon Wass has recently joined Abbey College as an English Tutor. She will be based in the upper room in 

the maths area formerly known as The Mouse House, which is now The Reading Loft. Sharon will be tutoring 

small groups of students from each year to support their learning and achievement in English. 

Teaching and Learning 
We are pleased to announce the appointment of a primary-trained teacher who will support some of our 

Key Stage 3 pupils with their reading, literacy and numeracy.  Ms Patrick will start on the 3rd May. 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/tips-look-after-your-mental-health-during-scary-world-events
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news
mailto:ashley.boness@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:simssupport@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk
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Parent Governor Vacancy 
The primary role of a governor is to challenge and support the school leadership. However, they offer so 

much more, such as: providing professional knowledge (based on their own work experiences), coaching and 

mentoring, monitoring how the school is improving, collecting first-hand information and engaging with the 

community. If you would like any further information or to talk to a current governor, please contact 

katie.dodsley@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk. 

Headteacher Commendations  
The following students have received a Headteacher Commendation this week.  

Student   Recognised for  

Sam  
Passion: Showing excellent enthusiasm when helping with year 7 boys football fixtures 
afterschool 

Maya  Passion: for entertaining Year 7 students at break and lunchtime with beautiful piano playing 

Danny  Intuition: For giving constructive feedback to improve the school environment 

Zeng  Intuition: For giving constructive feedback to improve the school environment 

Joshua  Intuition: For giving constructive feedback to improve the school environment 

William  Intuition: For giving constructive feedback to improve the school environment 

Katie  Intuition: For giving constructive feedback to improve the school environment 

Evany  Humility: For showing great kindness in supporting another student. 

Georgia  Humility: For writing a thoughtful and moving poem about the current situation in Ukraine 

If you would like to nominate someone for an Abbey College Spirit Award then please follow this link. 

Feeling worried or anxious? 
Please use the dedicated button on our website to confidentially raise concerns or to 

request support, including:  

• Peer Mediation, to help students resolve any friendship issues they may have; 
• Reporting a concern about the bus; 
• Reporting unkindness or bullying; 
• Ask for support with anxiety. 

Please continue to take good care of yourselves.   

 
Yours faithfully  
 

 
 
 

Andy Christoforou 
Headteacher 
 

mailto:katie.dodsley@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KbjZ4RaYVEydnK3i2OOqbkrGZ6uihBhAgXXi59l2gexURVMwMTI5MzdVWU0yRTJYVklFWVdGUlNBRi4u
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/worried-or-anxious
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Parent Diary Dates 2021-22 

Date   Activity/Event   

Tuesday 8th March  Year 10 STEM day  

Tuesday 8th March  CEIAG Careers Fair 6:00-8:00pm  

Friday 1st April  Last day of Spring term  

Monday 4th-Monday 18th April   Easter break incorporating Easter Bank Holiday Dates  

Tuesday 19th April   INSET Day - staff only in school  

Monday 9th May  Year 9 HPV Vaccinations  

Thursday 26th May  Year 8 HPV Vaccinations  

Monday 30th May-Friday 3rd June  Half Term incorporating Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  

Monday 6th June  Students and staff return 8.30am  
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Parent Forum update 
In our last meeting, we talked about the Catering provision and heard from the Catering Manager Chris 

Berry, who answered questions from the Forum. He has now produced a ‘You said, We did’ response to the 

main questions below. 

You said: There are regular supply issues, where food items run out at the end of service. 

We did: We have monitored this closely to ensure this does not happen. In the last 6 months, we have 

ensured there is always a choice of at least 5 different food items at the end of service. We have maintained 

a wastage record to show what food items are left. 

You said: The students don’t know the prices, you need to advertise better. 

We did: We have invested in 3 new A1 frames to advertise the food items better, as well as new tariff sheets 

that show all of our prices. When these arrive, they will be put in key locations to ensure that everyone is able 

to see what is on offer better. In addition, we have introduced canteen menus that now have the prices on 

them, further ensuring the prices are well known. 

You said: The queues take too long. 

We did: We do our best to manage the queue system, and we have averaged the time it takes for all students 

to come through. We currently have this at 15 minutes from first to last, when 3-year groups come in 

together, making it 5 minutes per year group.  

We ensure that wherever possible we have 4 people serving on counters, and all food ready to go so there is 

no waiting time once in the canteen. We are currently looking at other options to further reduce queuing 

times. 

You said: There isn’t enough healthy food, we want to see more of it. What do you do for the environment? 

We did: We now have a Green Earth Monday with all mains being vegetarian and balanced. We run with 

homemade pasta and rice-based dishes as grab and go on the same days, which are always healthy. We use 

compostable trays and pots, using ‘vegware’ to ensure less waste. Our suppliers use electric vans and lorries 

to further reduce our carbon footprint. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 24th March 2022 at 4.30pm and we will be discussing Homework with Ms 

Waldron and the next steps with regard to the Sports Academy with Mr Pugh. 

As always, if you would like to get involved in Parent’s Forum or fundraising, please email 

parentforum@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk or follow us on Facebook, here. 

Kind regards, 

Cheryl Greyson – Chair of Parent’s Forum 

mailto:parentforum@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4133239840069866

