
Weekly Family Update - 19.01.24 

Please read, share, and encourage others to do the same.  

 

The virtue of the week is Intuition. Intuition means having good common sense around people.  It 
involves listening to people, trying to understand their perspective and being sensitive in the way we 
give and receive feedback.  

No doubt you would have read much in the press regarding the evolution of vapes called 'Cali-pens' 
and the dangers they pose especially to young people. Over the next few weeks, we will be sharing 
information with families on what to look out for and signposting support (in the 'Safety' section 
below). In addition, we will deliver a series of workshops and follow-up lessons with students about 
the increased dangers. If you would like any information, advice,  or support, please contact our 
Welfare Team at welfare@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk  

Thank you to those parents who are now parking away from the congested areas of Hollow Lane and 
Abbey Road. for those of you who missed the message last week, I am going to repeat the request in 
the interest of health and safety.  

We ask that cars do not stop along Hollow Lane and Abbey Road around our start and finish times as 
it causes traffic congestion, blind spots for children crossing, and the buses are unable to safely drive 
along this road.  

When entering Hollow Lane, it is preferable to drop-off your child beyond the Abbey Road junction on 
the left, as very few students walk this route and buses do not travel in this direction. Alternatively, 
we are aware that the Abbey Green public parking spaces are available, but we cannot guarantee 
this.  

A reminder that the Parent Forum Guarantee gives all parents the right to speak directly to me, 
the Headteacher, within 24 hours, if you feel your question has not been answered by those you 
have already contacted. 
 
You can use your Parent Forum Guarantee by calling 01487 812352 or emailing 
office@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk with ‘Parent Forum Guarantee’ in the subject header. You 
will be contacted initially to arrange a convenient time for your call and then I will personally call 
you by the end of the next working/school day. If you would like a follow up meeting, this can 
occur within 72 hours after the initial phone call. 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Andy Christoforou, Headteacher 

Please read on for essential updates. 

mailto:welfare@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:office@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk


Celebration of Spirit - Recognition 

Headteacher Commendations wc 15/01/24 
The following students have been awarded with Headteacher's Commendations this week. They will 
receive 10 Spirit points and a special postcard home. 

 

Staff member of the week 

Miss Baker: Passion - Fantastic support to both students and staff in our New Horizons curriculum 
area. 

Tell us about something brilliant! 

If you would like to nominate someone for an Abbey College Spirit Award for any out of school 
success stories, then please follow this link or email the Office office@abbey.college . 

Student expectations and safety 

After School Detention Process 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KbjZ4RaYVEydnK3i2OOqbkrGZ6uihBhAgXXi59l2gexURVMwMTI5MzdVWU0yRTJYVklFWVdGUlNBRi4u
mailto:office@abbey.college


When a student is issued with a detention, parents will receive a text communication by 2pm to 
inform them that their child will be kept in school until the detention finishes at 4:10pm.  This 
communication is for information, not for consent and the expectation is that the student will stay for 
detention.  Any student who fails to attend their detention will spend the following day, until 4:10pm, 
in our Refocus room.   

If you would like further information about a lesson removal so that you can support your child in 
improving their behaviour, then please contact the class teacher.   

If your child is issued a detention and they have a pre-existing medical appointment for that day, 
then please contact the school so that they can rebook the detention for the following day.  

 



Student welfare and wellbeing 

Vapes support 

Please note the separate letter that has been sent home this week regarding concerns over vapes. 
This is a useful link to information to help you talk to your child if you think or know they are vaping:  

https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/behaviour/challenging-behaviour/im-worried-about-my-
child-vaping/ 

If you need support from school, please contact our welfare department: 
welfare@abbey.college.cambs.sch.uk 

Student attendance - Week 17 
• Congratulations:  to Year 11 – the year group with the fewest number of students absent 

last week. 

• Reminder:  It is the responsibility of parents/carers to ensure the school have the most up-
to-date contact details. These can be viewed on Edulink. 

Student wider personal development 

Interacts - KS4 Subject Support Sessions 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparents.actionforchildren.org.uk%2Fbehaviour%2Fchallenging-behaviour%2Fim-worried-about-my-child-vaping%2F&data=05|02|AChristoforou%40abbey.college|d7a54433b88a4b42242408dc17fb8300|e1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e|0|0|638411616229216764|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=qNlVzezdJF6iRJgpWDYT%2FST5qNGo1C4biRAfXKfQaN8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparents.actionforchildren.org.uk%2Fbehaviour%2Fchallenging-behaviour%2Fim-worried-about-my-child-vaping%2F&data=05|02|AChristoforou%40abbey.college|d7a54433b88a4b42242408dc17fb8300|e1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e|0|0|638411616229216764|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=qNlVzezdJF6iRJgpWDYT%2FST5qNGo1C4biRAfXKfQaN8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:welfare@abbey.college.cambs.sch.uk


Student curriculum 

 

How can I find out what my child is learning in each subject? 
Check out our e-safety guides, policy, and curriculum. 
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/e-safety delivered through Social Studies and 
within Form Time. 

Parent information 

Parent Forum 
The date of the next Parent Forum is Wednesday 14th February @ 5pm, where we will be hearing 
from the school on: 

• Homework Policy, expectations, and different methods to complete homework – Ms Powell  

• Higher Prior Attaining Students – Ms Dowd  

• Antibullying Update – Ms Noble  

• Parent Partnership Award – Mrs Craig  

• Fundraising and Finance Update 

If you cannot attend but would like to give your view on any of the agenda items listed above (or any 
other matter), please complete our survey. If you leave a name and contact details, we will get back 
to you directly.  

• Click here: https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/ParentsForum23-24 

If you would like to attend, please email: parentforum@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk  

Find our minutes here: Parent Forum - Abbey College, Secondary School and Sixth Form in Ramsey 

Charlotte Downing - Chair of Parent Forum 

Preloved Uniform Shop - Opening 

The preloved uniform shop will next be open on Tuesday 23rd January, 5pm - 6:30pm. Please bring 
cash and enter via the student entrance. 

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/students/e-safety
https://uk.surveymonkey.com/r/ParentsForum23-24
mailto:parentforum@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/parents-carers/parent-forum


Parent and Community Governor Vacancies 
The Governing Body at Abbey College currently has a parent governor vacancy and is seeking self-
nominations for an enthusiastic and committed parent or carer to join the board. Please see further 
information and vacancy letter here: https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/about-us/governing-
body 

There is also a vacancy for a community governor, if you know of anybody who may be interested, 
please do ask them to get in touch. 

Parent Diary Dates 2023-24 

 

Assessment calendar: How your child is doing? 
Students Reports: These are filed under 'Documents' in Edulink. 

• Year 9 reports will appear on Edulink at the end of this week. The Year 9 Parent’s Evening is 
in three weeks, so if you are not using Edulink regularly then please check that you can log 
in. If you are having technical issues, then contact LBennett@abbey.college.  

• Year 12 reports will be issued in early February and will contain end of year predicted 
grades. These are particularly relevant to subjects such as Maths, where all students sit the 
AS at the end of Year 12.  

• The Performance Learning Survey has provided us with comprehensive information on the 
feelings and attitudes of the Year 9, 10 and 11 students. Assemblies and tutor times are 
addressing the areas for development which include attitude to attendance, organisation, 
lack of sleep, stress and strain, effort and retaining information. 

Communicating with us and how to raise concerns 

Click here to access this Communication Flowchart on our website. 

Other news updates can be found here: 

• Our news page: https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/news/letters-to-parents 

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pg/RamseyAbbeyCollege/posts/  

• Twitter: https://twitter.com/AbbeyCollegeAC  

• Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/abbeycollege_ramsey/ 

https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/about-us/governing-body
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/about-us/governing-body
mailto:LBennett@abbey.college
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/contact-us/htcu
https://www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/news/letters-to-parents
https://www.facebook.com/pg/RamseyAbbeyCollege/posts/
https://twitter.com/AbbeyCollegeAC
https://www.instagram.com/abbeycollege_ramsey/
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