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We are now counting down to the start of the Trial 2 Exams, only 4 weeks to go!  



In our assembly on Friday, all students will receive their exam timetable and will be able to fine tune 

their revision plans in readiness for the final set of Trial Exams before we launch into the summer 

programme.  

Last week I shared a link to a clip showing students (and their parents) how to make effective use of 

revision guides. This week I have included a 5 step guide to creating an effective revision plan further 

on in this newsletter.  It is incredibly important that, if you have not already done so, you should 

now have a revision plan in place for the Trial 2 Exams. This will  allow you to see what works best 

for you and make changes so that you know what you need in readiness for the summer GCSE exams. 

If anyone has any questions or would like help in creating a revision plan, please pop and see me at 

break or at lunchtime, I am happy to help. 

I am pleased to say that the standard of homework has greatly improved and the vast majority of 

Year 11 students are ensuring that they complete all set work including Tassomai. There are a very 

small number of students that are still not completing their homework or have received a tell for 

"lack of effort" in lessons. This is unacceptable and, even more so at this stage in Year 11. Therefore 

these students will be required to attend IT01 at break and lunchtime for 5 days. This will allow them 

the opportunity to  catch up on homework, complete coursework and prepare for the forthcoming 

trial exams. 

Half Term Revision Mastery 

Plans for a revision mastery day are well underway and it is hoped that invitations will be sent out 

next week.  If you receive an invitation, please make every effort to attend as the purpose of these 

sessions is to support you in grade improvement! 

We are also planning to launch the passport to Prom after the half term. Further details of this will 

be shared in future newsletters and also with students in assembly before the end of term.  

I am also pleased to see the number of you that are purchasing revision guides to support your exam 

preparation. Once you have your set of revision guides, you now need to know how best to use 

them. To help you with this, here is a link  that provides useful information on how to make the best 

use out of your revision guide. 

It is extremely important to us that you find this newsletter a valuable means of communication in 

supporting you and your families throughout this stressful and demanding year. If you have any 

comments of suggestions regarding the content of the newsletter, then please do not hesitate to 

contact me.  

If you have any questions or concerns then please do not hesitate to contact your form tutor or 

myself. 

 

Mrs K Glen 

Year 11 Raising Standards Lead 

karen.glen@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk 

Direct Dial: 01487 811337 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4s4nxXypUY
mailto:karen.glen@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk


Revision Skills 

 

The best way to start your revision is to make a plan. It’s boring but true – being organised can 

reduce exam stress, and help you make the most of your time. The best way to start your revision is 

to make a plan.  

1. Break up your subjects 

Start off by listing the date and subject for each exam. Then look at what you need to cover for each 

exam, breaking each subject into small manageable pieces, and make a list topic by topic. 

2. Think about where you need to focus 

Some exam papers will carry more marks than others so it’s worth preparing in more detail for 

exams which carry a high percentage of your total mark. You may also want to spend extra time on 

your weaker areas or need to fill gaps. Add these to your topic list. If you having missing notes, speak 

to your classmates or teachers.  

3. Be realistic 

Create a revision plan that is going to work for you. If you’re too ambitious with your plan it can be 

easy to lose heart. Studies show that people are more motivated by achievable goals. Think about 

what you can stick to and allow rest breaks. Include some relaxation time too – doing something 

completely different can help information sink in and stop you burning out. 

4. Expect the unexpected 

Timetable some free study blocks each week. Once you get stuck in you may find you need more 

time on a certain subject or you may have to deal with something outside of your studies. If there’s 

no flexibility in your plan it can be easy to get behind. Keep some free blocks each week to use as 

you need to help you stay on track. 

5. Make your plan 

The next step is to draw up your revision plan. There are lots of ways you can do this –  use a school-

style timetable or calendar printout or get creative with colour-coding and post-its. If you use a 

spreadsheet you may find it’s worth having a paper copy too. Then: 

• Mark in your exam dates and subjects 

• Divide your list of topics across each week of your revision period. Make sure each topic 

comes before the date of the relevant exam. Allocate fewer topics near to your exam dates 

to allow for general review sessions. Use these to  go through all of your revision notes 

• Create a more in-depth schedule at the start of each week, complete with free study and 

rest blocks. Scope out your timetable for the next day in detail the night before. This makes 

it easier to adjust your plans depending on your progress 



If you need any help or support in creating a revision plan, please contact Mrs Glen. 

Good luck!  

Next Steps 

 

Engineering Apprenticeship Vacancies! 

  

Baker Perkins Ltd (Engineering) – Peterborough 

Manufacturing Apprentices - Metal Fabrication 

Manufacturing Apprentices – Mechanical Fitter 

Manufacturing Apprentices - Machining 

  

Closing date: 28 February 2023 

Start date: 18 September 2023 

https://www.bakerperkins.com/careers/apprenticeship-schemes/ 

  

Volvo Trucks Heavy Vehicle Service & Maintenance Technician Apprenticeship – Ely 

·         Apprenticeship level Advanced Level 3 (A level) 

Annual Salary: £12,480.00 

  

Closing date: 07 May 2023 

·         Possible start date: 03 Jul 2023 

https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000124321 

   

Cambridge University Hospitals Careers Information Day 

https://www.bakerperkins.com/careers/apprenticeship-schemes/
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000124321


Saturday 11 February 10am-2pm 

Cambridge University Hospitals are collaborating with West Suffolk College to host an information 

day for all careers available at CUH. 

This is the perfect opportunity to find out what career path may suit you - there will be members 

from a range of departments to discuss the various opportunities available. You will have a chance to 

find out about Apprenticeships and Work Experience, Learning and Development, Volunteering, the 

Care Team, and roles such as Physiotherapy, Dietetics, Occupational Therapy, Diagnostic 

Radiography, Therapeutic Radiography and Healthcare Sciences. 

  

Register your interest today and drop by between 10am and 2pm: https://bit.ly/3ZfRLmp 

 For further information call Recruitment on 01223 217038 

   

NEXT STEP CAREER CHALLENGE – Tuesday 31 January at 5pm 

ITVX – Ads or No Ad’s that is the question! 

ITVX is a new platform that launched in November 2022 that offers their viewers the opportunity to 

watch the channel free, but with regular adverts.  They also offer viewers the opportunity to pay a 

premium subscription and remove all of the adverts giving more viewing time. 

Next Step Challenge: 

It is important for ITVX to give their viewers the best experience, and need your help to answer the 

following questions using their data: 

·         What does the viewer profile of an ITVX premium subscriber look like? 

·         Is there anything they can tell from how viewers watch programmes on ITVX to help identify 

them? 

·         ITV can advertise specifically to these viewers, so who should ITV target and how? 

  

Click to register and take part: https://digdata.online/itv-live-online-career-challenge/ 

https://bit.ly/3ZfRLmp
https://digdata.online/itv-live-online-career-challenge/


Attendance Matters 

 

 Interact 

 

We cannot stress strongly enough the importance of attendance at these sessions. Please support 

your child by encouraging them to attend. 

We continue to encourage every Year 11 student to attend a minimum of 2 interact sessions every 

week ~ they are a great way of earning  'purples'! 



Welfare Information 

 

Edulink 

 

EdulinkOne is a purpose-built parental communication tool in the form of an iOS and Android App. 

At Abbey College, we are keen to maintain good and immediate communication between families 

and school. This new facility will keep you and your parents up to date with information including 

your timetable, homework, achievements, behavioural issues and lesson attendance. Edulink was 

launched to parents earlier this year, students now also have access to the system. 

To access this new tool you will need to either: 

Search for EdulinkOne from the Apple App Store or Google play store and install the app to a mobile 

device  - you can have it on more than one device if you wish. Once installed, the school code is acr 

and use the micorsoft button to log in with your school account and then follow the instructions in 

the app to complete your setup. 

You can also access the app via the EdulinkOne website, there is a link on your school desktop or you 

can click on https://www.edulinkone.com/#!/login  

EdulinkOne uses your school login, click on the microsoft button and it will automatically log in. At 

home please make sure you click on the Microsoft button and enter your school email and password. 

If you have any problems accessing edulinkOne then please e-mail help@cmatsupport.com clearly 

advising your name, school and school e-mail and details of the issue. 

https://www.edulinkone.com/#!/login
mailto:help@cmatsupport.com


Revision Guides  

 

Revision guides are an extremely valuable aid to revision and are now available to order in school.  

The books on the order form e-mailed out to parents via parentmail are those recommended by our 

subject teachers as the most beneficial for their exam board.  If you want to order any books then 

please print and complete the form, alternately you can come to the Year 11 Office to collect an 

order form.   

Orders can be  posted in the red post box next to Student Services. Alternately, you can hand your 

sealed envelope in at the RSL Office. Orders are placed on the first of every month. You will be 

advised when deliveries are ready for collection from the RSL Office through form time notices and 

the weekly newsletter. 

Please speak to your class teacher or Mrs Glen if you have any questions regarding revision guides or 

other revision material. 



The Year 11 Team 

 

Diary Dates 

 

11th February 2023 ~ Cambridge University Hospitals Careers Information Day 

20th February 2023 ~ Sixth Form Interviews commence 

27th February 2023 ~ Trial 2 exams commence 

27th March 2023 ~ Trial 2 Exam Results will be released this week! 

6th July 2023 ~ Year 11 Prom! 
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