
Quotes                                                                                                                       

‘Hard and sharp as a flint....solitary as an oyster.’ - Scrooge

‘Oh! But he was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone, Scrooge! A squeezing, 
wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner!’ – Scrooge

‘If they would rather die....they had better do it and decrease the surplus 
population.’ – Scrooge

‘A solitary child, neglected by his friends, is left there still’ - Scrooge

‘and he sobbed’ – Scrooge
‘It was a strange figure – like a child; yet not so like a child as like an old man’ – Ghost 
of Xmas Past

‘There sat a Jolly Giant’ – Ghost of Xmas Present

‘God bless us everyone!’ – Tiny Tim
‘This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware them both’ – Ghost of Xmas 
Present

‘Legs trembled beneath him’ – Scrooge when he sees ghost

‘It’s likely to be a very cheap funeral’ – about Scrooge
‘how green a place it is.’ – about Tiny Tim’s grave
‘I hope to live to be another man from what I once was’ – Scrooge

‘The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me’ - Scrooge

‘I am as light as a feather, I am a happy as an angel, I am as merry as a school-
boy’ – Scrooge

Plot            

Stave 1

Meet Scrooge – lonely and obsessed with money. Scrooge’s nephew Fred invites 
him for  Xmas dinner. Scrooge refuses. Charity workers ask Scrooge for money. 
He refuses. Scrooge’s worker Bob treated unfairly and wants Xmas day off work. 
Lets him have day off. Scrooge visited by ghost of old business partner Jacob 
Marley. Marley tells him he needs to change his ways and that he’ll be visited by 
three ghosts. 

Stave 2 

Ghost of Xmas Past arrives. Scrooge taken back to childhood. We see how lonely 
he was. Meet old employer Fezziwig. Threw great Xmas parties. Meet ex-fiancée 
Belle. They break up – he’s too obsessed with money. Scrooge upset. 

Stave 3

Meet Ghost of Xmas Present. Shows Cratchit Xmas. They are very poor. Tiny Tim 
will die unless future changes. Taken to Fred’s. Playing games and Fred pities 
Scrooge. Spirit shows him two children: Ignorance and Want. Ghost of Xmas Yet 
to Come appears. 

Stave 4

Spirit shows him people talking about someone who has died. No one cares. 
Takes him back to Cratchit’s. Tiny Tim dead. Shows Scrooge his own gravestone. 
Scrooge says he’ll change his ways. 

Stave 5

Scrooge wakes up a new man. sends prize turkey to Bob’s house. Donates to 
charity. Goes to Fred’s and welcomed. Becomes a second father to Tiny Tim.  
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The Poor Law - was amended in 1834 to reduce the cost of helping the poor. Those desperate for help were sent to workhouses. The conditions in 
workhouses were extremely poor and children were sent to work at extremely young ages. 
Charles Dickens - When Dickens was nine, his family moved to London. At twelve, his father was arrested and sent to debtors' prison. Dickens 
experienced what it was like to be poor and work as a child. A Christmas Carol was written in 1843, with the intention of drawing readers' attention to 
the suffering of England's poor.

C
o

n
te

n
t

Key ideas
Redemption - In Scrooge, we see 
a man who is transformed from a 
greedy, selfish miser into a 
generous and good-natured 
character by the end. 

Responsibility – Scrooge learns 
to take responsibility for the 
poor, and in doing so redeems 
himself.

Poverty - Scrooge’s refusal to 
give to charity highlights the 
selfishness of the higher 
classes and the injustice of 
wealth distribution in Victorian 
society.

Family - Dickens balances 
Scrooge’s isolation with vibrant 
vignettes that show us the 
positive benefits of a close and 
loving family life.

Christmas – Dickens uses the 
ideas of generosity and 
compassion that we associate 
with Christmas to highlight the 
transformation of the main 
character. We see Scrooge 
change from a miserly man, 
contrasting with the spirit of 
Christmas, to someone who is 
full of joy.
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