
ITALY AND UNIFICATION
1789 - 1896

‘The Risorgimento’
1789 – 1870

‘Liberal Italy’
1861 - 1896



Italy 1789 - 1896
• The French Revolution (1789) & Napoleonic Italy (1796 – 1814/15)

• Congress of Vienna (1815)

• 1820-21 Revolutions

• 1831 Revolutions

• Development of Nationalist ideas in 1830s-40s

• 1848-49 Revolutions

• Rise of Piedmont in 1850s – Cavour & Victor Emmanuel II

• Napoleon III (1849 – 1870)

• The War of 1859

• Garibaldi in 1860 & the Unification of Italy (1861)

• Bismarck (1866-70)

• Italy (1861-96) - United or Divided? Problems & Successes 

• Unification or Piedmontisation?



What made it difficult to unify Italy?

The geography of the place: mountain ranges; 
rivers; islands; etc.

Past history of fragmentation and warfare.

Widely varying languages and dialects.

Differing customs, laws and traditions.

Interests of foreign powers especially France, 
Austria and Spain.



“Italy is only a geographical expression.” 
Metternich, 1847

A long, narrow 
mainland, divided by 
mountains and rivers, 
encircled by an 
archipelago of islands.

Political disunity in the 
Italian  peninsula since 
the fall of the Western 
Roman Empire            
c. AD 476.

A crucible for imperial 
& dynastic rivalry.

Localism dominated 
Italian politics –
loyalty to local 
governments. 

The Papacy did not 
favour the idea of a 
single power being 
dominant in the 
peninsula which could 
rival its authority.

Many small Italian 
states had enjoyed 
centuries of economic 
prosperity & cultural 
flourishing.

Linguistic disunity.

Local political 
structures varied: 
absolute monarchy; 
oligarchic republic. 



Italy before 1796



The French Revolution 1789 - 1799



Napoleon Bonaparte (1769 – 1821) 
• 1789 - The French Revolution overturned the 

power of the monarchy in one of Europe’s leading 
states & threatened to undermine the continent’s 
traditional political structure. 

• From 1792 the new revolutionary regime in France 
was at war with most of the major powers in 
Europe

• 1796 – A French army led by General Bonaparte 
crossed the Alps. For most of the next 19 years 
French forces occupy the Italian peninsula. (2nd

invasion in 1800.)

• 1799 – Napoleon became the ruler of France 
following a coup d'état (a rapid military takeover). 

• 1804 – Declared to be ‘Emperor of the French’. At 
the height of his power, France dominated Europe 
through its conquests, client states and alliances.



Napoleonic Europe





Impact of the French Revolution on 
the territorial unification of Italy

• 1796 French armies under Napoleon Bonaparte invaded and conquered 
northern Italy.

• Many areas of Italy unified into new ‘countries’. These newly created areas 
had constitutions and governments modelled on France.

• 1796 French invaded Papal States, deposed Pope as a temporal leader.

• Later invasion of Italy by Napoleon, in 1800, ensured French control of 
Italy for next fourteen years. Napoleon changed his arrangements for the 
peninsula several times but mainland Italy ended up divided into 3 political 
units ruled by Napoleon or client rulers (e.g. Joachim Murat (one of 
Napoleon’s generals and his brother-in-law) was King of Naples (1808 -
15); the north east was named the Kingdom of Italy (1805 – 14) – it was 
ruled by Napoleon as King of Italy, with his step-son as viceroy ruling 
during his long absences; the north west, including Rome, was simply 
annexed to France).

• But,the King of Piedmont fled to Sardinia, and the King of Naples fled to 
Sicily, both protected by the Royal Navy, so these large islands were never 
part of the Napoleonic empire.



Impact of the French Revolution on Italian nationalism

• Many northern areas incorporated into France exposed to 
Code Napoleon.

• A lot of political change – old states’ authority overturned.

• Exposure to the ideas of the French Revolution: ‘liberty; 
equality; fraternity’. (e.g. 1796 - 1802 - Italian tricolour, based 
on Revolutionary France’s flag, used for 1st time by the short-
lived Transpadane and Cisalpine Republics)

• Patchwork of customs and feudal laws swept away in favour of 
French Code of Law.

• State officials administered with a unified and clear set of rules.

• Acceleration of the rise of middle class professionals.

• Redistribution of land, especially purchase of seized Church 
land.

• Despoiling of Church buildings and seizure of wealth.

• High taxation and conscription made French unpopular.

• Growth of anti-French, pro-Italian secret societies.



End of French Domination (1814/15)
• With the defeat of Napoleon the

era of French control over Italy
came to an end.

• Napoleon was forced to abdicate
in 1814 and went into exile on Elba,
but returned briefly in 1815 and
attempted to take back power but
was defeated at the Battle of
Waterloo.

• Joachim Murat, the King of Naples,
had survived Napoleon’s fall in 1814,
but sided with him again in 1815 and
was defeated by Austria. Murat had
tried to appeal to Italians’
patriotism to win support, but
hardly anyone joined him!

• The Congress of Vienna (1815)
redistributed the lands of Italy in a
changed political map.



The Congress of Vienna (1814 – 1815)

The Congress of Vienna was a conference between ambassadors from the
major powers in Europe that was chaired by the Austrian statesman
Klemens Wenzel von Metternich and held in Vienna, Austria, from 1st

September 1814, to 9th June 1815. Its purpose was to redraw the continent's
political map after the defeat of Napoleonic France the previous spring.



Italy in 1815

‘Restoration Italy’ 
‘Congress Italy’

• 9 states 
instead of 13

• Only 1 small 
republic (San 
Marino)

• Austria gained 
Venetia & 
Ragusa

• Habsburg 
rulers were 
restored to the 
central duchies

• Piedmont 
gained Genoa

• Bourbons 
restored to 
Naples



And the agenda for the Congress?
• The key thing in the minds of the Allies was to organise a peace that 

would bring stability to Europe and contain, but not punish France.

• The Allies decided to avoid imposing damaging reparations on 
France and allowed her to keep her former colonies. Within Europe, she 
was forced back to her 1792 borders, which effectively meant the loss of 
only the Low Countries and Napoleon’s Italian territories.

• While a workable peace was the ultimate objective, the Allies also 
wanted to restore the legitimate rulers of Europe to their pre-1792 
thrones - but not at the expense of disrupting the balance of power
within the continent. 

• While the issue of minor nationalities being able to decide their own 
fate was also an important consideration, this came second to 
maintaining the balance of power.

• While it dealt with the restoration of what was hoped would be stabilising 
monarchies, by not dealing with the issues of nationalism the 
Congress sowed the seeds of a new revolutionary period.



And finally…
• Metternich came to dominate the
conference, as much by his diplomatic
skills as by his ability to impress on the
participants the need for stability.

• The desire to construct an effective
balance of power remained at the centre of
the Congress' attention.

• The forty years of general peace that
followed, flawed though they may have
been, are testimony to the success of
Metternich and his colleagues in gaining
stability.

• But, by ignoring the forces of change, the
representatives at Vienna ensured the
ultimate failure of the system they created.



Europe before the Congress



Europe after the Congress



What were the main obstacles in the way of 
Italian Unification 1820 – 49?

Early political groups:

Liberals – wanted representative government. Sought a parliament and citizens rights.  

Usually middle class. Favoured constitutional monarchy.

Nationalists – believed people of the same culture should be united.  Many nationalists 

wanted a republic.  Liberals and nationalists generally agreed that unification would be 

good for Italy.

Secret societies – a number of different groups. Distrusted by the Church, perceived as 

anti-Catholic. Wanted to overthrow the restored monarchs and drive the Austrians out of 

Italy. Membership mostly well educated middle class. Best known = Carbonari, 

particularly active in Naples; other groups grew out of Freemasonry, e.g. Sublime & 

Perfect Masters (set up in Piedmont (1818)), Adelfi – both inspired by Buonarroti, Italian 

revolutionary who spent most of his life in France.

Mazzinian democratic republicanism developed in the 1830s and 1840s – it was an 

uncompromising radical view of a united Italy, which made cooperation between Liberals 

and Mazzinian nationalists less likely. Divisions between reformers and revolutionaries 

would frustrate their efforts throughout the period of unification.)



What were the main obstacles in the way of 
Italian Unification 1820 – 49?

The Revolutions of 1820-21

Inspired by revolution in Spain (1820).

• Naples (1820) – In July 1820 a military revolt broke out under General Pepe. King 
Ferdinand was terrorised into signing a constitution on the model of the Spanish 
Constitution of 1812. This revolution alarmed Metternich and Austria’s allies, 
Prussia and Russia. Following 2 conferences at Troppau and Laibach, an 
Austrian army invaded and restored Ferdinand as an absolute monarch. 

• Sicily (1821) – revolted to gain its independence from Naples. Once the Austrians 
had restored Ferdinand in Naples, the Neapolitan army with Austrian assistance 
crushed the uprising.

• Piedmont (1821) – revolution here included Carbonari and officers in the army, 
some with nationalist sympathies. Victor Emmanuel I abdicated immediately, in 
favour of his brother Charles Felix, who was abroad at the time. Therefore 
Charles Albert (his cousin) took over as regent in 1821 and agreed to a 
constitution. When Charles Felix returned, he reversed Charles Albert’s decision 
and called for military assistance from Austria, which invaded and defeated the 
revolutionaries at Novara, occupying the country until 1823.



What were the main obstacles in the way of 
Italian Unification 1820 – 49?

The Revolutions of 1831

Inspired by revolution in France (1830).

Modena – revolt led by Enrico Misley, a student. Told the Duke of his plans 
to launch a revolution to unite Italy and was promptly arrested! 
Revolutionaries took over the capital and set up a provisional (temporary) 
government.

Parma – students rioted and demanded a constitution from the Duchess 
Marie-Louise. She fled and a provisional government was established. The 
return of the Duke of Modena with loyal troops overturned both revolutions.

Papal States – professionals revolted against the church authorities.  A 
provisional government was set up. The revolutionaries declared Modena, 
Parma and the Papal States to have now formed the ‘Italian United 
Provinces’, ruled from Bologna. Austrian troops defeated the rebels. Minor 
uprisings continued here, but were put down by Papal troops. 



What were the main obstacles in the way of 
Italian Unification 1820 – 49?

Why did the Revolutions of 1820s & 1830s fail?

• Success was only temporary and due largely to the fact that absolute 
rulers fled (Marie-Louise of Parma, Francesco of Modena)

• Revolutionaries failed to take united action. Revolutions were local 
affairs, little co-operation e.g. Provisional government in Papal States 
refused to help revolutionaries in Modena.

• Most revolutions were moderate and did not wish to resort to violence 
and favoured liberal reform in their local area rather than joining 
together to form a united Italy as nationalists.

• Revolutions were middle class – popular support was lacking. Ordinary 
people often welcomed the old rulers back.

• Austrian dominance of the Italian peninsula – the efforts of the 
revolutionaries were no match for Austrian military might, which 
underpinned all the regimes of Restoration Italy. The Vienna 
settlement and the diplomatic climate which followed it (especially the 
‘Holy Alliance’ of Austria, Prussia & Russia) upheld Austria’s position 
as the only imperial power with influence in Italy at this time.



GIUSEPPE MAZZINI
• 1821: became a Nationalist in Genoa (Piedmont) and 

joined the Carbonari (1827), but was imprisoned (1830)

• 1831: set up ‘Young Italy’ to work for Italian unification.
He hoped it would develop into a mass movement, but it
never did. Mazzinian uprising in Piedmont (1933) failed,
as did subsequent Mazzinian adventures throughout
1830s and 1840s (e,g, Execution of the Bandiera
Brothers (1844)). Mazzini spent most of the next 40
years in exile (much of it in London).

• He continued to work for unification and democratic
republicanism from exile through perpetual publication
and plotting.

• 1849: Returned to Italy to lead the Roman Republic;
proved to be a highly capable leader, but was forced to
return to London after intervention by the French –
Mazzini’s dream of a republican regime in Italy was
crushed by the very forces he refused to look to for the
unification of Italy – foreign armies. He never abandoned
the idea that a spontaneous, popular uprising could bring
about unification, regardless of the military resources of
the Austrian Empire.



The Development of Nationalism
•Through the writings of Mazzini, Balbo and Gioberti,
nationalist ideas began to be more widespread in the
1830s and 1840s, mainly among the Middle Classes
– so still appealing to a relatively small number of
Italians

•There was little agreement even among Nationalists
how Italy should be united: a Democratic Republic
(Mazzini)?; a Confederation under the Pope
(Gioberti)?; a Confederation under the King of
Piedmont-Sardinia (Balbo)?

• In the end, the Italy which was formed in 1861 did not
match any of these views entirely, though Cavour’s
thinking was close to Balbo’s.



What were the main obstacles in the way of 
Italian Unification 1820 – 49?

The Revolutions of 1848 – Causes

• The reforms of Pope Pius IX since 1846 (ended censorship;
released political prisoners; created the Consulta - an elected
body to advise the Pope) led to liberal reforms in other states
e.g. Piedmont and Tuscany abolished censorship.

• General discontent with absolute monarchies led to
demands for constitutions.

• Poor harvests in 1846-7 led to food shortages across the
peninsula.

• In Sicily repression by the King and an outbreak of cholera
led to revolution.

• Revolution in France (1848 – Louis Napoleon became
President of the new 2nd Republic) inspired revolutionaries
across Europe, including Italy & Austria – Metternich fell from
power – Austrian Empire was in crisis!



What were the main obstacles in the way of 
Italian Unification 1820 – 49?

Sicily

January 1848 - clashes between peasants and government troops.
Rebels took Palermo and demanded a constitution. By April a
provisional government had been set up. The separation of Naples and
Sicily was declared.

Naples

Huge demonstration demanded a constitution. A parliament was
granted and censorship abolished. Troops soon regained control and
then moved on to Sicily. Sicily was defeated by Spring 1849. Palermo
was bombarded on the orders of King Ferdinand II (‘Bomba’). Absolute
rule was re-established.

Lombardy

Tobacco boycott in Milan (attempt to affect Austria financially). Attacks on
Austrian soldiers led to The Five Days – full scale revolution, March
1848. Austrian troops withdrew from Milan to the forts of The
Quadrilateral. Provisional government set up and asked for help from
Charles Albert King of Piedmont. Piedmont declared war on Austria.
Piedmont defeated at Custoza (July 1848) by Field Marshal Radetzky
and Lombardy was returned to Austria.



What were the main obstacles in the way of 
Italian Unification 1820 – 49?

Venetia

Small scale revolt, Austrians fled and the Independent Venetian Republic of St.
Mark was set up in March 1848, led by Daniele Manin. Had an elected
assembly. Put under siege by Austria 1849. City was shelled, Cholera and
hunger led to surrender (August 1849).

Piedmont

Charles Albert granted a constitution, the Statuto, in 1848. Entered the war
against Austria to help Lombardy, proclaiming “Italy will make itself!” (Italian
tricolour (symbol of Italian nationalism) with his coat of arms adopted as the
Piedmontese battle flag). Defeated at Custoza (1848). Re-entered war and
defeated at Novara (1849). Abdicated in favour of his son, Victor Emmanuel II.

Tuscany

Grand Duke granted a constitution at the beginning of 1848. Sent small army
to fight the Austrians. Working and Middle Class began to agitate. Grand Duke
fled to Naples. A provisional government was set up, but was defeated by the
Austrian army in 1848.

Modena and Parma

Rulers fled at the outbreak of revolution. They were eventually restored to their
thrones by Austrian troops..



What were the main obstacles in the way of 
Italian Unification 1820 – 49?

Papal States

• Pope’s army commander set off to help Piedmont against the Pope’s
orders. Pius IX issued the Papal Allocution (April 1848) to make it
clear that he would not join the war against Austria and that he would not
become head of an Italian federation. People now had to choose
between their political principles and their faith.

• Pope’s chief minister murdered November 1848. Pope fled to
Neapolitan fortress of Gaeta and rioting followed. Government abolished
taxes, provided work for unemployed. A government was elected which
declared the Roman Republic. March 1849: Mazzini elected as head
of the Triumvirate. He entrusted the defence of the city to Giuseppe
Garibaldi.

• 20,000 French troops sent to retake Rome following the Pope’s
request for help. City fell in June 1849. Garibaldi led his supporters
through the mountains in an heroic attempt to link up with revolutionaries
in Venetia. Most of them died or deserted. Pope returned (April 1850).

• Henceforward, Pius IX was an implacable enemy of unification:
Syllabus of Errors (1864); Papal Dogma of Infallibility (1870);
description of himself as the ‘Prisoner of the Vatican’ (1870);
refused to accept the Laws of Guarantees (1871) – all showed his
refusal to embrace a united Italy.



What were the main obstacles in the way of 
Italian Unification 1820 – 49?

Why did the 1848-49 revolutions fail?

• Lack of cooperation between revolutionary groups e.g. Charles 
Albert would not accept volunteers from other states into his army.

• Revolutionaries divided on policies e.g. liberals wanted 
constitutions, radicals wanted an Italian republic.

• All groups wanted to expel Austria but there was no leader to unite 
and lead them in this aim. Candidates = Pope, Mazzini and Charles 
Albert – all had different aims. Local revolutionaries had no 
guidance.

• Provisional governments were weak and lacked resources, 
especially an army.  

• Popular support for the middle class provisional governments was 
missing. Peasants were no better off under the new governments 
so they did not support the revolutions.

• The military might of Austria and France destroyed the republics of 
Venetia and Rome.



Lessons learned by the Italians.

The Mazzinian idea of a ‘peoples war’ was unrealistic.

Italy could not ‘make itself’ and would need foreign help to drive the 

Austrians out.

Both Austria in the North and France in the Papal States would need to 

be militarily defeated or neutralised.

Unification could only occur as part of a general European settlement.

Pope Pius IX was not the man to lead or support any idea of a national 

government or military uprising against foreign powers.  Anti-clericalism

became very much part of the cause for independence.

Only one Italian power could lead the patriotic movement - Piedmont.  

Throughout Italy only the ‘Statuto’ (the 1848 constitution) survived the 

turmoil and the Radetzky settlement. In 1857, the National Society was 

founded by Daniele Manin to promote Italian nationalism in Piedmont & 

northern Italy among the liberal Middle Class. To moderates and men of 

property only a stable Piedmont would maintain order among the extreme 

revolutionaries: the ‘Historic Right’.



Charles Albert (reigned 1831 – 1849)
The man who could NOT unify Italy!

Charkes Albert - Liberal
• Non nobles promoted.

• Improved legal system

• Free Trade in some areas.

• Scientific Congresses.

• Non political meetings allowed.

• Legal equality.

• Granted Constitution 1848.

• Local town councils elected.

• Fought against the Austrians 1848-49.

Charles Albert - Reactionary
• Power of the Church.

• Censorship.

• Refusal to pardon political prisoners.

• No political meetings

• 1821 Agreement with Austria.



1849 – King Victor Emmanuel II
• Born in Turin, the eldest son of Charles 

Albert, King of Sardinia, and Maria 
Theresa of Habsburg-Lorraine. He 
lived for some years of his youth in 
Florence with his father. Victor 
Emmanuel showed an early interest for 
politics, the military, as well as a certain 
aptitude towards sports.

• He took part in the First Italian War of 
Independence (1848-49) under his 
father, fighting in the front line at the 
battles of Pastrengo, Santa Lucia, 
Goito and Custoza.

• He became king in 1849 when his 
father had abdicated the throne after a 
humiliating military defeat by the 
Austrians at Novara – the only 
constitutional monarch in the Italian 
peninsula.



The Transformation of Piedmont (1849 – 1860)

Some factors gave Piedmont a

special position in the 1850s:

 The symbolic power of the Statuto and 

King Victor Emmanuel II.

 The programme of economic (e.g. 

railway building; support of textile 

industry; free trade agreements with UK & 

France) & military reforms (led to 

victories in Crimean War (1855-56) and 

wars against Austria (1859), Papal States 

and Naples (1860)) implemented by 

Cavour who was PM from 1852.

 It became the home of many anti-

Austrian, pro-unification radicals.

 Royal Family was not kept in power by 

foreign (Austrian & French) armies.



Count Camillo Benso di Cavour (1810-1861)

Co-founder with Balbo of Il Risorgimento newspaper (1847)
MP in Piedmontese Parliament (1848 – 1861)

Piedmontese Minister of Agriculture & Trade (1850 - 1852)
Piedmontese Minister of Finance (1851 – 1852)

Prime Minister of Piedmont (1852 - 1861) and Italy (1861)



Victor Emmanuel, Cavour and the Crimean War

• In 1854 Britain, France & Turkey declared war on 
Russia and attacked in the Crimea. Austria 
remained neutral.

• Battle casualties and cholera rapidly thinned the 
British/French ranks.

• There was a need for allies and reinforcements: 
Cavour was lukewarm but Victor Emmanuel 
wanted to join in and was thinking of replacing 
Cavour.

• Not wanting to be isolated against Austria, 
Cavour got Piedmont to declare war in March 
1855. (Austria could have joined the war as well 
now the threat of Piedmont attacking their Italian 
lands was removed, but remained neutral.)

• The Piedmontese soldiers fought well – military 
reforms had been effective.

• Piedmont attended the Paris Peace 
Conference (1856) as a victor, Piedmont was 
an international player!!!



Cavour and the Congress of Paris

• This allowed Cavour to play the 
European statesman which always 
impressed the British.

• He was able to get a day debate on 
‘The Italian Question’.

• This was an important step in getting 
recognition that Austrian domination of 
the north of Italy was a diplomatic issue.

• The French and British were grateful 
to Piedmont. This would be important if 
Piedmont ever went up against Austria.

• Europe was won over to the recognition 
that Piedmont was the progressive, 
liberal heart of Italy.

• Russia and Austria were now split –
Austria’s diplomatic isolation made 
them vulnerable.



The Crimean War and Paris Peace Conference

• Involved France in a war against Russia together with Britain 
and Piedmont.

• Met and impressed by Cavour at the Conference.

• Afterwards kept in touch via mutual friends.

• On number of occasions Napoleon expressed a desire to ‘do 
something for Italy’.

Napoleon III: Emperor of the French
• Nephew of Napoleon the Great .

• Was in Italy during the winter of 1830-31 where he became a 
Carbonari as a student.

• Full of impractical and vague, romantic and liberal ideas.

• Sincerely wished to help the Italians.



Napoleon III’s Aims

•To drive Austria out of Northern Italy and 
establish some form of Italian federation led by 
the Pope as a figurehead.

•This would be a French client-state. Useful as 
an ally but not strong enough to be a threat.

•To acquire Savoy and Nice.

•Other parts of Italy to be controlled by several 
of Napoleon’s cousins.



The Plombieres Agreement (1858) 
• A Kingdom of Upper Italy - Piedmont would gain Lombardy, Venetia 

Modena, Parma & Romagna (northern region of the Papal States).

• A Kingdom of Central Italy (Tuscany & the south-eastern regions of 
the Papal States) to be ruled by a Bourbon.

• Rome and its surroundings remain under Papal control.

• The Kingdom of the Two Sicilies to remain.

• A confederation under the presidency of the Pope of the 4 Italian 
states. 

• Savoy and Nice would go to France in return for 200,000 French 
troops against the Austrians.

• A dynastic marriage between Marie Clotilde (Victor Emmanuel II’s 
daughter) and Jerome Bonaparte (Napoleon III’s cousin).



Napoleon hoped to get support from...

• Italian nationalists because Austrians driven out.

•Moderate nationalists by end of old absolute 
governments.

•Victor Emmanuel and Cavour by the extension of 
Piedmont.

•The clergy and French Catholics by the increase 
of power of the Pope.

•French nationalists by acquisition of new territory 
and replacement of Austrian influence.

•Bonaparte family by extension of family power 
and prestige.



The Outcome of 1858-59…
• The Orsini Plot (1858) had caused Napoleon to pay attention.

• The secret meeting at Plombieres (1858) had led to the successful 
War of 1859 but…

• Napoleon’s separate peace with Austria at Villafranca (1859) meant 
Piedmont did not get all it had been promised – only Lombardy, not
Venetia..Cavour was furious!

• However...the rulers of the Central Duchies had fled at the start of 
the war and the Piedmontese Army had occupied them and 
Romagna (northern region of Papal States) in support of the 
provisional government (United Provinces of Central Italy) now in 
power there. 

• In March 1860 Plebiscites were held and they all voted to unite with 
Piedmont.

• In the Treaty of Turin (1860) Cavour handed over Nice & Savoy to 
Napoleon to maintain good relations with France.



Napoleon III & Victor Emmanuel II     

at the Battle of Solferino



Why did Napoleon have second thoughts and 
decide to abandon Piedmont?

•Poor performance by the Piedmontese army.

•Lack of siege equipment to reduce Austrian 
fortifications.

•Cost of the war could not be met by Piedmont as 
envisaged.

•Horrific casualties at Battles of Magenta and 
Solferino.

•French public opinion.

•Piedmont playing her own game in Central Italy.

•Possibility of France being dragged into conflict 
with the Pope.

•Prussia was making ominous moves on the Rhine.



Napoleon’s attitude to Garibaldi
•After the successful invasion of Sicily it was realised 
that Garibaldi would go for Naples next.

•Only Britain was sympathetic. Napoleon did not want 
to offend Britain by attacking Garibaldi, but was afraid 
of an attack on Rome and the Pope.

•Disapproved of Piedmont’s invasion of the Papal 
States in public.

•But there is some evidence that he made a secret 
pact with Cavour not to do anything as long as 
Garibaldi did not reach Rome. (Piedmontese army 
occupied eastern Papal States staying away from 
the French garrison in Rome. The Papal army which 
was defeated by Victor Emmanuel at Castelfidardo in 
1860 was not supported by the French garrison.)  



The Kingdom of Italy (1861)



GARIBALDI • Garibaldi’s expedition to Sicily in 
1860 and subsequent invasion of 
mainland Naples, forced Cavour 
and Victor Emmanuel to send 
forces south to prevent him from 
marching on Rome too. The 
Piedmontese army would complete 
the defeat of Naples with the Siege 
of Gaeta (Nov. 1860 – Feb. 1861)

• Garibaldi’s heroic reputation 
(already established by 1849) and 
actions in 1860 directly led to 
unification in 1861, but this was 
only possible thanks to 
Piedmont’s previous development 
& expansion and the intervention 
of Napoleon III.

• Garibaldi’s heroism alone was not 
enough to allow him to take Rome 
either in 1862 (Aspromonte) or 1867
(Mentana).

Garibaldi’s Expedition of the Thousand:

1. Landed at Marsala, Sicily - Battle of 

Calatafimi & capture of Palermo (May 1860)

2. Crossed to Calabria (mainland) (Aug. 1860)

3. Entered Naples (Sept. 1860)

4. Battle of River Volturno (Oct. 1860)

5. ‘The Handshake at Teano’ (Oct. 1860)



The Annexation of Venetia
• In 1866 the question of Venetia came to a head.

• Prussia engaged in a struggle with Austria over German 
dominance.

• Italy made secret treaty with Prussia to declare war on Austria.

• Napoleon secretly agreed with Prussia to remain neutral and 
receive Venetia if Austria were defeated.

• Napoleon secretly agreed with Austria to remain neutral and 
receive Venetia if Prussia were defeated.

• Double dealing gave Napoleon a bad name.

• By the end of the war, despite Italian defeats at Lissa & 
Custoza, Austria lost overall (defeated at Sadowa by Prussia) 
and gave up Venetia.  

• Italian humiliation over how Venetia had been gained largely 
as a result of other countries’ victories and negotiations. 
(Garibaldi’s Hunters of the Alps was the only successful force 
in the war and was forced to retreat out of the Trentino region 
at the end of the war, achieving nothing.)



Napoleon and Rome
• Needed to protect the Pope with a French garrison.

• 1864 Italian government promised not to attack Rome if the French 
would leave. (They had already stopped Garibaldi from marching on 
Rome at Aspromonte in 1862.)

• Agreement to do so in two years.

• December 1866: French garrison left Rome.

• This appeared to be an open invitation to Garibaldi, who attacked, but 
was defeated at Mentana (1867) by Papal forces and a hastily 
assembled French force that reoccupied Rome. Napoleon was driven 
by French Catholic opinion.

• In 1870 during the Franco-Prussian War the garrison was removed to 
help defend France. Italy abandoned Napoleon and Italian troops 
occupied Rome after failing to come to an agreement with the Pope. 
The Pope retreated into the Vatican, unreconciled to Italy.

• Napoleon was helpless as he was a prisoner of the Prussians and 
then an exile in England.



Otto von Bismarck (1815 – 1898) 
– the final figure in unification

• German Confederation (1815 - 1866) – organisation for political cooperation
between German speaking states of central Europe set up by Congress of
Vienna – dominated by Austria. Prussia second most powerful state in the
confederation.

• 1862 - Bismarck becomes Prime Minister of Prussia.

• 1864 - The Danish War – Prussia & Austria defeat Denmark over disputed
territory in southern Denmark (Schleswig-Holstein). Bismarck used disagreement
over how to divide up the newly gained territory to diplomatically isolate Austria in
the German Confederation and start another war…

• 1866 – Austro-Prussian War – Defeat of Austria following Battle of Sadowa.
Italy had made a secret treaty with Prussia to help them in this war, but were
defeated at Custoza (land) and at Lissa (sea). They still gained Venetia from
Austria at the end, partially due to Napoleon III’s double dealing (France had
agreed to remain neutral during the war.)

• 1867 – North German Confederation dominated by Prussia replaces
German Confederation. Catholic states in southern Germany remain outside of
Prussia’s influence.

• 1870 – Franco-Prussian War – Bismarck manipulated Napoleon III into
declaring war on Prussia over a diplomatic dispute which had been going on
since 1868. Thus he could easily portray France as the aggressor and this drew
all the southern German states into a military alliance with Prussia. Battle of
Sedan led to Napoleon’s capture and France’s defeat and the withdrawal of
French troops from Rome. Italy had remained neutral in the war but now
easily occupied Rome.

• 1871 – War ended, German Empire formed (King of Prussia became its
Emperor; Bismarck became its Chancellor until 1890); French 2nd Empire had
fallen (replaced by ‘The Third Republic) – Germany was now the most powerful
state in continental Europe.



How united was Italy after 1861? 
Points For and Against:

• Italy was under the Statuto, the 
Piedmontese Constitution.

• Italy had unified armed forces which 
had military successes from the 1860s 
to the 1890s.

• Italy had one monarch (Victor 
Emmanuel up to 1878, then Umberto) –
House of Savoy celebrated as a 
unifying factor, e.g. National Monument 
in Rome.

• Unification was widely seen as the 
result of the Risorgimento (the 
resurrection of the Italan spirit) - a 
nationalist view which held up national 
heroes like Garibaldi and downplayed 
the contribution of international 
relations in the process.

• Leading politicians sought to unify 
Italians through policies based on 
compromise and liberal consensus 
(trasformismo) and a new national 
mission from 1880s - colonial 
expansion.

• Most Italians still had a local/municipal outlook & 
were excluded from national, political participation, 
e.g. Only 2% of the population had the right to 
vote; corruption in government further alienated the 
people.

• Military humiliation at Custoza & Lissa (1866) and 
Adowa (1896).

• The north of Italy was richer than the economically 
backward south (The Mezzogiorno) where only the 
landed aristocracy benefited significantly from 
unification. Emigration (particularly to the USA) 
rose every decade. 

• Many Italians hated the Piedmontisation of their 
region, e.g. The Brigands War in the south in 
1860s; the Mafia flourished due to on-going poverty 
& resentment.

• Italian was still only spoken by a minority.

• The conflict with the Church divided the loyalties of 
the Italians, e.g. Non Expedit (1868) - continued 
after the death of Pius IX in 1878.

• Venetia & Rome were not part of Italy until 1866 & 
1870 respectively.

• High taxation in 1860s (e.g. Grist Tax from 1868) & 
1870s due to the cost of the wars of unification & 
naval rearmament after the defeat at Lissa.



Agostino Depretis and Francesco Crispi
Trasformismo Politicians of Liberal Italy

Born in Lombardy; Left wing – had been a 
Mazzinian (joined ‘Young Italy’ & was part of 
Garibaldi’s government of Sicily in 1860

Prime Minister 1876–79 and 1881-87

Abolished the Grist Tax in 1883

Extended suffrage to 7% of the population (1882)

Continued railway building programme (1870 –
over 2000km; 1900 – over 16000km)

Concluded the Triple Alliance (1882) with 
Germany and Austria following the French seizure 
of Tunis (1881)

Initiated imperial 
policy – occupied 
Massawa in Eritrea                                                  
(1885)

Mediterranean                                             
Agreement with                                                   
Britain to strengthen                                                       
Italy’s position against                                          
France (1887)

Born in Sicily; active in 1848-49 Sicilian Revolution; Mazzinian - Had 
been one of Garibaldi’s ‘Thousand’

Prime Minister 1887-91 and 1893-96

Abolished the death penalty (1889)

Removed anti-strike laws (1889)

Entered damaging 10 year trade war with France (1888)

Italian Somaliland became a colony (1889)

Eritrea became a colony (1890)

Returned to power after the Banca Romana Scandal (1889-93) 
discredited Giolitti’s government, but he was later found to have 
been implicated in the corruption                                                     
which had allowed the financial                                                                                   
mismanagement of the bank to                                                           
continue for years 

Sought to strengthen the Triple                                                                 
Alliance through closer relations 
with Bismarck

Crushed the Fasci Siciliani (1893-94)                                                           
with 40,000 soldiers

Attempted to conquer Abyssinia 
(Ethiopia) – Italian army’s defeat at                                                                                                 
Adowa (1896) led to his resignation



Italy’s Colonial Expansion in Africa (1881 – 1896)

• 1881 - France seized Tunis - Italy was 
unable to prevent this in spite of having 
ambitions of their own in this region. 
(Depretis)

• 1885 - Massawa in Eritrea occupied            
– 1st colonial possession. (Depretis) 

• 1889 - Italian Somaliland became a colony. 
(Crispi)

• 1890 – Eritrea became a colony. (Crispi)

• 1896 - Invasion of Ethiopia/Abyssinia ends 
in disaster at the Battle of Adowa. (Crispi)

Colonial Possessions added after 1896:

• (1912 – Libya became a colony.) (Giolitti)

• (1936 – Ethiopia became a colony after a 2nd

invasion.) (Mussolini)


