
 

Initial Independent Study: 

Italy and Unification 1789 - 1896:  

In 1789 there was no such country as Italy. This part of Europe was made up of 13 small, independent states, 

none of them called Italy. For over 1000 years there had not been one ruler for the whole peninsula of Italy, 

but by 1861, it had all changed and the Kingdom of Italy had been made by uniting all these separate 

countries. How was it done and what was the new country like? Use the course booklet power point and 

your own research to find out how the story of the unification of Italy began. 

 

Anglo-Saxon England & the Norman Conquest 1035 - 1107: 

In 1035, Anglo-Saxon England was one of the richest countries in Europe and had been ruled by King Cnut 

as part of his great Viking Empire for 19 years. When he died his empire fell apart and a power struggle 

followed over the next 50 years which would see earls, counts, dukes and kings and queens from England, 

Scotland, Norway, Denmark, Flanders and Normandy fight for mastery of England. In the end William, Duke 

of Normandy, following the remarkable year of 1066, would emerge victorious as King William the 

Conqueror and hand his new empire on to his sons, King William Rufus and King Henry I. By 1107 these 

three Norman Kings had transformed life in England. How had they done it and had they changed England 

for the better or worse? Use the course booklet word document and your own research to find out how this 

power struggle began and England became vulnerable to Norman conquest.  

Complete six of the tasks from the grid below based on the research you have dome of the 2 units.  

The French Revolution (1789 – 1799) would 
have a profound effect on the histroy of Italy: 

How did it give birth to the 2 new political ideas 
which would transform Italy – Liberalism and 

Nationalism? Produce 2 mind maps which show 
what these ideas were and how the French 

Revolution created them. 
(Italy & Unification) 

Women played a major part in the struggle for 
control of 11th Century England. Research the 

lives of Aelfgifu, Emma of Normandy, Gytha of 
Wessex, Edith of Wessex, and Matilda of 

Flanders. Make profiles of each of their lives.  
Work out what this tells you about the status of 
women at the time & the power they could hold  

(The Norman Conquest) 

Think about what topics you might like to 
study for your coursework. E-mail Mr Mather 

or Mr Gawronski with 2 or 3 of your ideas. 
They will send you a list of possible questions 
from the exam board’s pre-approved list and 
some suggestions for initial research that you 
can do to help you decide what to focus on.  

(Coursework) 

Anglo-Saxon England was not conquered by the 
Normans – it tore itself apart and William the 
Conqueror simply had to pick up the pieces.’ 
Research 1035 to 1071. What is the evidence 

which backs up and contradicts this statement? 
Make an evidence grid for both views. 

(The Norman Conquest) 

Italy was a deeply divided part of Europe in 1789. 
Find out why this was – list the many reasons for 

the long standing divisions in the Italian 
pensinsula and then also list what could be the 

ways of ending these reasons for diunity. 
(Italy & Unification) 

 

‘The Danish Kings made England strong, while 
King Edward the Confessor made it weak.’  
What is the evidence which backs up and 

contradicts this statement? Make an evidence 
grid for both views. 

(The Norman Conquest) 

What was the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle? 
What can we learn from it about England in the 

11th Century? 
What makes it such a complex source for 

historians to use as evidence?  
Answer these questions and support your 

answer with specific examples 
(The Norman Conquest)  

The Congress of Vienna in 1815 decided what 
would happen to Europe after Napoleon 

Bonaparte’s defeat in 1815. Answer these 
questions in detail: What was important to the 

statesmen who met at this conference? How did 
their decisions affect Italy? Did they make it a 

more united or divided part of Europe tha it had 
been in 1789? Did they do the right thing? 

 (Italy & Unification) 

Italy was made by a number of extraordinary 
individuals, including Napoleon Bonaparte. 
Find out how he became the most powerful 

person in Europe & how his life affected Italy. 
Create a timechart which shows his rise to and 

fall from power between 1796 and 1815. 
(Italy & Unification) 

 


