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Year 7: Shakespeare’s Villains
Students will look at a variety of carefully selected extracts taken from three Shakespeare plays: Macbeth, 

Othello and The Tempest. Students will be introduced to Shakespearean language and analyse how certain 

characters can be considered villainous.

What will my child be learning: Key Vocabulary to learn: Suggested Further Reading:

1: How has the English Language developed? How 

does Shakespearean language fit with the rest of 

the English language?

2: Who is Lady Macbeth and how can she be 

considered villainous? How is Lady Macbeth 

presented in the extract?

3: What do the words and phrases in Lady 

Macbeth’s soliloquy mean? Why do they make her 

villainous?

4: How has Lady Macbeth’s character changed 

throughout the course of the play?

5: What is the plot of Othello? How is Iago 

presented as a villain?

6: How are Iago and the Joker similar? How are 

they both villainous?

7: How is Iago presented as a villain in his 

soliloquy?

8: How does Shakespeare use particular language 

choices to make Iago sound villainous?

9: What is the plot of The Tempest? Who are the 

key characters?

10: What do the words and phrases used by 

Prospero mean? How are Caliban and Ariel 

presented?

11: How are aggressive verbs used in the speech?

12: Who is more villainous, Caliban or Lady 

Macbeth?

The following vocabulary list 

will be introduced to students 

throughout the course of this 

half term. We encourage you 

to test your child’s spellings 

fortnightly. 

1. Compunctious 

2. Soliloquy 

3. Remorse

4. Deteriorate 

5. Duplicitous 

6. Unscrupulous 

7. Malcontent

8. Evidence 

9. Tempest

10. Malignant 

11. Seized 

12. Nonpareil 

❖What’s So Special About 

Shakespeare? - Michael 

Rosen

❖ The Invisible Hand  

(Macbeth) - James Hartley 

❖ Cold Fire (Romeo and Juliet) 

- James Hartley

Please ensure you read the 

description of the book first 

and decide whether it is 

appropriate for your child. 

Welcome to the English Department:

How is my child assessed? Who do I contact if I have any 

questions?

We are going to continue completing two assessments per half term. 

Students in KS3 will sit one formative assessment around half way 

through the half term and a summative assessment at the end. 

After each assessment students will complete a ‘Close the Gap’ lesson in 

which they make improvements on their work. 

This is all completed in an assessment book that does not go home. 

Year 7 will be completing an oracy assessment this half term to develop 

their speaking and listening skills. 

Year 8 will be completing a reading skills assessment and developing 

their evaluation skills. 

Please email the English KS3 

Coordinator on: 

kiera.oconnell@abbeycollege.c

ambs.sch.uk

Who are the KS3 teachers?

- Mr J Miller

- Miss K O’Connell

- Mrs A Taylor

- Mrs S Smithson- Ingrey

- Mrs K Coxon

- Miss A Waldron

- Mrs R Edwards

- Mrs R Holden
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Year 8: Romeo and Juliet

Students will look at a variety of extracts taken from the play with the overarching focus being how 

both love and the feuding families are presented. Characters and themes will be placed within the 

context of the 1600s. 

What will my child be learning: Key Vocabulary to learn: Recommended Further 

Reading:

1: What is the context surrounding 

the play ‘Romeo and Juliet’?

2: What is the plot of ‘Romeo and 

Juliet’ and who are the main 

characters? How does The 

Prologue prepare the audience 

for the start of the play?

3: How does Romeo conform  

expectations of masculinity in the 

1600s?

4: How does the long running 

feud impact on individuals and 

society?

5: How is Juliet presented?

6: How does Capulet interact with 

Paris ?

7: How will the Friar’s actions and 

ideas affect the plot?

8: What will the consequences of 

fate and timing be?

9: Is there a sense of justice and 

resolution at the end of the play?

10: What was Shakespeare’s 

purpose when writing this play? 

How is it still relevant to today’s 

society?

The following vocabulary list 

will be introduced to students 

throughout the course of this 

half term. We encourage you 

to test your child’s spellings 

fortnightly. 

1.) prologue
2.) violence
3.) pernicious
4.) masculinity
5.) stoic
6.) patriarchal
7.) protagonist
8.) femininity
9.) liberal
10.) mercurial

❖ Shakespeare Stories-

Leon Garfield

Stories from Shakespeare

-Geraldine McCaughrean

❖What’s So Special 

About Shakespeare? -

Michael Rosen

❖ Cold Fire (Romeo and 

Juliet) - James Hartley

Please ensure you read 

the description of the 

book first and decide 

whether it is appropriate 

for your child. 

What books will my child read in their reading lessons? Once  a fortnight your child will have a ‘reading’ 

lesson. Their class will read a novel together and work through various activities based on the novel. 

Year 7

Private Peaceful – Michael 

Morpurgo

The Philosopher’s Stone –

J.K. Rowling

The Kites are Flying –

Michael Morpurgo

Year 8 

The Hunger Games –

Suzanne Collins 

Northern Lights – His Dark 

Materials – Philip Pullman

The Giver – Lois Lowry


