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Year 12: Poems of the Decade and The Picture of Dorian Gray
Students will study the following topics with the following teachers. Poems of the Decade: Mrs Holden/Miss 

O’Connell. The Picture of Dorian Gray: Miss Waldron/Mrs Smithson-Ingrey. 

Poems of the Decade: The Picture of Dorian Gray: Suggested Further Reading:

Students will study a selection of 20 

poems from ‘Poems of the Decade: an 

Anthology of the Forward Books of 

Poetry’. 

On average, students will spend one 

lesson per poem. Students are expected 

to complete extra annotations/mind-

maps and thematic revision in their ISRR 

periods. 

Students can either purchase a copy of 

the anthology or print a copy of the 

poem for each lesson. It is expected that 

students have a fully annotated copy of 

each poem by the end of this half of the 

course. 

Students are assessed on AO1, AO2, 

and AO4. 

Students will study ‘The Picture of 

Dorian Gray’ in depth. Students 

are required to have purchased 

their own copy of the novel. 

On average, students will spend 

two lessons reading, annotating 

and analysing each chapter of 

the novel. Students will be 

expected to complete reading 

outside of lesson time. 

Students should always bring 

their annotated copy of the novel 

to lessons. 

Students are assessed on AO1, 

AO2, AO3 and AO4. 

Poems of the Decade:

• Study and Revise Literature 

Guide for AS/A-level: 

Pearson Edexcel Poems of 

the Decade, Richard Vardy

The Picture of Dorian Gray:

• York Notes for A Level – The 

Picture of Dorian Gray, York 

Notes

Welcome to the English Department:

How is my child assessed? Who do I contact if I have any 

questions?

Year 12: sit one assessment based on the ‘Poems of the Decade’ half of 

the course. 

Year 13: sit one assessment based on the ‘Christina Rossetti’ half of the 

course. 

For all exams, students are given a blank copy of the text to use. 

Who are the KS5 teachers?

- Miss Waldron (Y12)

- Mrs Smithson-Ingrey (Y12)

- Mrs Holden (Y12)

- Miss O’Connell (Y12)

- Mrs Coxon (Y13)

- Mrs Taylor (Y13)

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 AO5

Ability to identify a 

range of language, 

structure and form 

techniques as well as 

literary concepts. 

Ability to comment on 

how linguistic and 

structural features 

help create meaning 

in texts. 

Ability to comment on 

and analyse the 

importance and 

influence of social, 

political, historical 

and authorial 

contexts. 

Ability to compare 

themes, ideas and 

concepts across two 

texts/poems.

Ability to analyse 

critical 

interpretations and 

receptions of texts 

and interweave this 

into their analysis. 
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Year 13: Christina Rossetti and Othello

Students will study the following topics with the following teachers. Christina Rossetti Poetry: Mrs 

Coxon. Othello: Mrs Taylor. 

Othello Christina Rossetti Poetry Recommended Further 

Reading:

Students will study Shakespeare’s 

‘Othello’.

Students will read and analyse the 

play within lesson, focusing on 

exploring a critical literary lens. 

Students should purchase their own 

copy of the play so that they can 

annotate in detail. 

Students are provided with a critical 

anthology by the exam board. This 

should be used for lessons and for 

revision. Students do not have access 

to this anthology in the final 

examination. 

Students are assessed on AO1, AO2, 

AO3 and AO5. 

Students will study ‘Christina 

Rossetti’s’ poetry. 

Students should purchase their own 

copy of the Rossetti anthology so 

that they can annotate their poems 

in detail.

Students will, on average, spend one 

lesson annotating and analysing 

each poem that they are required to 

study. 

Students are expected to complete 

extra annotations/mind-maps, 

context revision, and thematic 

revision in their ISRR periods. 

It is expected that by the end of the 

topic, students have a fully 

annotated copy of each poem.

Students are assessed on AO1, AO2 

and AO3.

Othello:

• York Notes for A Level –

Othello, York Notes

• York Notes Advanced –

Othello, York Notes

Christina Rossetti:

• Learning not to be first: 

the Life of Christina 

Rossetti, Kathleen Jones

• A Study Guide to 

Christina Rossetti’s 

Selected Poems for 

Edexcel A Level in 

English Literature, Ms 

Josephine Pearce

Exciting opportunity!

On Thursday 13th October, Louis de Bernières is visiting 

Abbey College to give a seminar to selected Year 11, 12 

and 13 students. 

Students will have the opportunity to learn about writing 

novels from a critically acclaimed novelist. Students of 

English Literature will also have the opportunity to learn 

about the writer’s craft and develop their knowledge of 

how to analyse this in their analytical writing. 


